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TOP TEN TIPS
for a connected 
classroom 

Chaya Shapiro 
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Why take the 
time to build 
connections?

2

Our goals as teachers…

Safe
Valued 

We want our students to be.. 

Successful 

Happy 

Confident 
Resilient

Engaged   
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The same!

We all have a need for connection!
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“one 
time I 
went 

swimmi
ng at 

night …“me 
too”

“I also 
did 

that”

When they are mimicking  the conversations they are 
Showing a desperate need to connect and they are conforming which is the
Lowest level of connectivity because itn not them. They are attempting to be s
Socialy desirable answer.  We lausgh because it’s kinsergarten
It’s a false sense of connectivity 
And we want to create real meand of connectivity 
Thtough

“today we will be 
learning the letter 

H”

“I also 
did 

that”
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Solomon Asch conformity study 1951
participants had to select the line that was 

closest in length to the line on the left 

preschoolers are likely to conform to their 
peers.. And that takes away individuality
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Brain is 
ready to 

learn!
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My Top 10 Tools for 
Building Connections
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Morning greetings HUG ELBOW BUMP

WAVE HIGH FIVE

1
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• Breakout room 1 
• Introduce yourself 
• Worktime: 5 min

• Choose a reporter who has the shortest name
• Think about how you can incorporate morning 

greetings into your classroom.  If you are already doing 
morning greeting, how is it going? What are some of 
the great things coming out of it and what are some of 
the challenges?

• How can we make morning greetings grow into 
something more educational for our students?

10

Soliciting 
Opinions

2

11

Without prompting

12
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• Breakout room 2
• 5 minutes 

• What is a question you can ask your 
class to get their feedback or opinion?
____________________________
• How would you make it creative and 
fun?_____________________________
________________________________
____
• How can you tie it into something 
you’re learning about this week?
• ______________________________

13

Choices  

• What center they would like to start their 
day in

• Choice in walking or jumping to get snack 

• Choice in seating

• Think about where you can add choice to 
your student’s day?  

3

14

• Breakout room 3

• Worktime: 5 min

• How have you added choice to 
your day?

• Where is somewhere in your class 
that you can add more choice?

• Think of a scenario and two 
positive choices that you can give 
a child to help them get to where 
they need to be.

15
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4

16

“you’re  
fo ld ing  your 

legs”

“you’re  
ho ld ing  the  
siddur w ith  
both  hands 
and  really  
looking  in” “you  have  

your siddur 
on  your lap  
and  you’re  
looking  in” 

“you’re  
daven ing  

and  trying  
to  put your 
shoe on  at 
the  sam e 

tim e! W ow  
tw o th ings 

at once”
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• Individual worktime
• Worktime: 3 min

• Think of one child in your class 
that you are struggling with. How 
will you make an effort to notice 
something about them? Do you 
think it will make a difference in 
their day? Why?
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Partner activities
creates a sense of 

belonging  

5
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Breakout room 6

Worktime: 10 minutes 

1. Choose a reporter who has 
been teaching the shortest 
amount of time. (they will type or 
share to the larger group)
2. Take turns thinking of a partner 
activity to add into your classroom
3. Decide on one activity to share 
with the larger group. 
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Show and Tell

6

21
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Knowing your students
what do you know about your students?
*strengths
*interests
*parents
*siblings
*fears
*hobbies
*home life
*past experiences

7
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Individual reflection:  7    
time: 5 minutes 

• I have a student who is struggling with___________
• What is the family life like?___________________
• What do they gravitate towards at school?_________
• What is something that they don’t like to do? _______
• What is something that they are good at?__________
• What do the parents say about the child?_____________
• I need to find out ___________about this child. 
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“Did you like it when?”
Giving the gift of really listening and 

getting to the root of the problem. 

Empathy

Seeing them in 3D
Deep breath 
Decide
Demonstrate 

8
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9

25

• Breakout room 8
• Worktime:  10 minutes 

• What are some classroom jobs in your room?
• Is each job meaningful?

• What is a popular job? Why?
• Think about how you can make jobs more 

meaningful and exciting for each student so they 
really feel that they are needed and important. 
(this in turn makes them feel connected and ready 
to learn)
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Giving them the tools to 
cope with challenging 

situations                 
builds resilience. 

10 Breathing exercise
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• Breakout room 9
• Worktime: 5 min
• Choose a reporter who went on a vacation the 
last. That person will share an idea or type into the 
chat box an idea to share. 
• Think about something fun you can do in your 
classroom tomorrow to surprise your students! Just 
because you love them! How will you make each one 
feel special and part of the activity? 
• What do you think their reactions will be?
• How do you think you will feel?
• Do you think it will take away from learning time?
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Our Goals as teachers…

Safe
Valued 

We want our students to be

Successful 

Happy 

Confident 

ResilientEngaged   
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• Individual reflection

• What is one takeaway that you will bring to your 
classroom in the near future?

• Here is a reminder of the top ten tips:
• Morning greetings
• Soliciting opinions
• Choices 
• Noticing 
• Partner activities
• Show and tell 
• Knowing your students
• Really listening 
• Classroom jobs 
• Breathing exercise 
• Bonus: just because!
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Thank you so much!
Chaya@morahchaya.com
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